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IT ALL BEGINS WITH PLAYING IN THE
DIRT: MCPHERSON ST. SET TO START

HABITAT KIDS TAKE TO THE WATER IN THEIR
HOME BUILT CRAFT, TO BE RAFFLED (page 5)
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SAVINGS BANK OF MENDOCINO COUNTY
FINANCES HFH DESPITE CREDIT CRISIS

Habitat will reprise the 1991 Oak St. duplex times
four as preparations begin for Phase One. Preliminary
and Final design work has been underway for two years
thanks to LSN Design, Lee Welty & Assoc. and Big
River Rock. (See local heroes feature inside (p 2 & 5.)

We will break ground in Spring 2010 intending to
complete the grading, sewer, utilities, compaction, two
house slabs, the trash area, sidewalks and curbing of
the entire property by Fall. We will also rough out the
parking area for access and finish surfacing it as the
units come on line. Framing the first duplex will begin
in 2011 and the existing white rental unit will remain
until near the end of the project. To help, call 964-0942.

Younger Habitat kids are not allowed on the build
site for safety reasons, but they too want to be part of
our Mission. Thanks to Rusty and Linda Dillon of Lost
Coast TSCA and Sheriff Allman, that wish has become
real. The Dillons build boat kits to encourage youth
involvement in boating and the Sherriff offered to buy
them for non-profit projects. Ray Arnold and Jim Mac-
Dannold worked over three weekends with parents and

A Kkids to build this boat in the Martinez/Alcala driveway

and we christened her at Lake Cleone. The boat build-
ers took turns in this and other craft, most for the first
time ever on the water. We will sell up to 300 $10 tick-
ets for the drawing (photos and instructions p 4.)

Jennifer Tyler, loan officer at SBMC, worked over-
time to enable us to refinance a year-to year loan into a
10 year note at a reduced fixed rate. Despite the credit
crisis, lowered appraisals and the need to clear multiple
liens for us to get the final payout on our Bank Of The
West grant, she persuaded the Bank’s Loan commit-
tee once again to give Habitat special consideration.
Our original note at 71/2 percented (already a lower
than market rate for land) was due to roll last October.
Jennifer worked out a sequenced chain in the midst of
challenging regulatory obligations to shift various liens,
assign notes, lower our rate to 6 1/2 percent amortized
for 30 years with a 10 year balloon at a savings of thou-
sands per year. (See her local heroes feature on page 2.)
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LOCAL HEROES: VOLUNTEERS WHOSE SERVICES MAKE OUR WORK POSSIBLE ( Con’t page 5)

LSN DESIGN TURNS HABITAT

CONCEPTS INTO BUILDINGS
By Michael Leventhal, Bob Schlosser,
Todd Newberger and Richard Angley

Leventhal, Schlosser, Newberg-
er Architects began its association
with Habitat for Humanity in 1992
with the construction of the Oak
Street project completed in a Blitz
Build in June of that year. Since
that time, LSN has designed thir-
teen more housing units for Habitat
on the Mendocino Coast.

Our newest project for Habitat on
South McPherson St. provides eight
single-family residences around
a courtyard on a very constrained
site. with new fire and Disability
Act codes and multi-family project
requirements for storage, street ap-
peal, common areas and trash-con-
tainment, each of which presented
design and cost challenges.

We believe in Habitat and its
Mission. We have enjoyed work-
ing with the dedicated volunteers at
Habitat who give their time and ef-
fort to help the community. We are
very lucky to live here on the beau-
tiful Mendocino Coast and, through
the efforts of Habitat, we can help
some hardworking citizens build a
home and a life in our community.
Our hats are off to the hard working
Habitat Board and all the volunteers
who make Habitat work. Together,
we are helping to make our com-
munity a better place to live.

LOCAL BANKER PERSONALY

INVESTED IN HABITAT GOALS
By JenniferTyler, SBMC Loan Officer

Savings Bank of Mendocino
County is proud to play a part in
assisting HFH and members of our
community in their goal of home
ownership. We believe that pride
of home ownership is critical to a
community’s success and longev-
ity, and nothing exemplifies this
concept better than HFH’s model.

HFH means a lot to me personal-
ly as well. My sister (a single mom
of three) and our family have been
working hard to construct her new
HFH home near Eugene, Oregon-
an opportunity that means so much
to her. She is very excited to finish
the home and move her family in.

Habitat Mendocino has been
incredibly productive over the past
17 years. I anxiously await ground
breaking on the development of
the McPherson St. project and plan
to change my commute route to
work each morning just to witness
the improvements and the unique
touches made by each homeowner.

THOMPSON PORTASEPTIC: A
TEN YEAR SITE SERVICE-FREE
By Melissa Berman & Benjamin Hayter
After ten years in place at the cur-
rent location, we have removed the
portable restroom we donated; my
husband Ben and I congratulate
you on your fabulous success; we
know that it is always a milestone
to no longer need the outdoor
services! We have been glad to add
our sweat equity to this wonderful
program to house local working
families through their own labor.

It is our way of giving thanks for
everyone’s hard work, expressing
our best wishes, always, for the
continued success of Habitat.

MARY ELLEN SHEPPARD RE-

RUNS HFH’S TAX NUMBERS
By Maryellen sheppard

Our homes provide us with a sense
of place and purpose; protection
and pride. When those elements
are jeopardized by rising ownership
costs, our homes become a source
of worry instead of security. The
fear that you won’t be able to keep
your house is a common problem
these days and several HFH own-
ers faced burdensome property
tax assessments that undermined
Habitat’s Mission. Chuck Green-
berg asked me to consider infor-
mation he felt the Assessor had
overlooked. Working with Chuck,
Ron Eich and individuals from
the Mendocino County Assessor’s
Office, we were able to provide
the HFH and the homeowners with
some relief based on my appraisals.
I grew up on a farm in Wisconsin
and my family sometimes struggled
financially but we always man-
aged to hang onto our land. The
energy and effort it took to keep
the property resulted in a strong
family bond. Home ownership
provides families with a sense of
permanence and reveals strengths
in individuals which results in
strong communities. I am happy to
have had the opportunity to assist
Habitat for Humanity, an organiza-
tion that is beneficial to individuals,
families and our community.
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LOCAL HEROES FEATURE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

SEAN PYORRE, “BEST OF BID”
DANA AND MCPHERSON ST.
By Sean Pyorre

LEE WELTY “IMPROVES”

MCPHERSON WITH CALCS
By Lee Welty

We believe in the goals and
purpose of Habitat for Human-
ity and feel fortunate to have our
own homes and have a service that
Habitat can use. When framing
a house or preparing a structural
plan, it feels great to know we are
giving something back to people
who need our help.

Welty and Associates have donat-
ed our work to Habitat over the last
10 years on a number of mapping
and engineering projects includ-
ing the solar installation on Dick
Williams Way. Recently we have
supplied the surveying, mapping,
subdivision work, grading and
structural plans for the McPherson
Street project. When completed,
this project will provide working
famlhes in Fort Bragg eight homes.

COME FLY WITH US
TODD’S POINT 6/12 12-4 PM

FREE PARKING, FACE PAINT:
i ING, KID’S KITE MAKING :
WITH FLYING INSTRUCTIONS:

i BRING YOUR OWN KITE OR '
:  BUYONE FROM US

: FOOD DRINKS AND SNACKS

: FOR SALE

§BOATRAFFLE TICKETS SOLD

Big River Rock broke ground
with habitat for humanity in the
fall of 2005 for the site work and
infrastucture on the Dana St/ DWW
project and over the next year and a
half was able to see the dedication
and committment the families had
for helping each other every week-
end for over a year.

At the end of the project, at Dick
Williams Way, Big River Rock
volunteered time and materials
because we are a small, family
operated business that prides itself
on giving back to the community
that has supported our business the
last 20 years. We also realize when
times are hard, family and commu-
nities need to stand together.

We enjoy working with Habi-
tat because it reminds us of how
family and friends helped us get
into our home and we want to help
others the way we were helped and
supported. We witnessed many
other people and businesses in
this community donating and we
wanted to do our part as well.

Despite completion, Big River
is still dedicated in helping the
families complete work outside the
homes and is looking forward to
breaking ground on the McPherson
Street Project as soon as the weath-
er gives us a dry field to grade.

NEWS BRIEFS:

HABITAT INLAND ADOPTED

We have been working with
Habitat International, a corps of
pro bono legal assistants and the
remnants of inland’s Board to take
over their assets and operations.
The Cejas and Hamilton families in
Ukiah are now among our Partners
and their mortgages will now be
part of our income stream along
with the approximately $58,000 of
their home payments to date held in
escrow for us. It has been a long a
winding road to sort all of this out,
but the added income and capi-
tal will expedite our progress on
McPherson Street.

SOLAR AND DWW WRAP-UP
The ten homes of Dana/Dick
Williams Way are now officially
complete with the last solar panels
and lawn seeded on the Martinez
home. We broke ground in 1999
and this closes a large chapter in
our Affiliate’s history.
(See photos on Page 4.)

WEBPAGE MAKEOVER DONE

We have completely redesigned
habitatmendocino.org courtesy of
noahgreenbergphotography.com.
Noah streamlined the look and
functionality so the Board and pub-
lic can access information, posters,
links, and policies. A gallery of
photos and blueprints will soon be
posted.

HFH BOARD CHANGES
Ron Hensell, board member for 2
years, will take over the Presidency
from Chuck Greenberg with Scott
Anderson, an HFH Founder, as VP.
Ron Eich and Richard Green will
continue as Secretary and Treasurer
and new member, Judy Cutino, will
join the Finance Committee
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FROM THE BOARDROOM
CHUCK GREENBERG,
PAST PRESIDENT

We have put all of the issues that
have consumed the Board’s atten-
tion outside the process of nurtur-
ing Partners and building homes
behind us at last.

We have perfected title on all
seventeen homes and resolved our
multiple disputes with the Tax As-
sessor amicably through negotiat-
ing with Barry Little and Renna Le
Wolk to arrive at the best (lowest)
valuation permitted by law. The
permanent reset will free $5500 a

year for our use in construction;
as long as the Prop 8 reductions
hold in a down market, we will get
further annual savings of $6000.

Since we could not raise the
total housing cost for our Partners,
we had to absorb the additional
assessed taxes out of our intended
mortgage; this settlement will
rectify this burden. We will also
receive about $26,000 in rebated
overcharges from 2006 to 2009,
all of which taken together will
expedite our work on McPherson
as soon as the weather clears; our
families are excited and eager to
begin their new homes.

Despite the downturn in the
economy, you, our wonderful sup-
porters, have kept up your level of
giving enabling us to go full steam
ahead into the next phase of our
work, an eight unit subdivision.

This pause between large projects
is the perfect time for me to pass
the Presidency to Ron Hensell; I
will continue to serve on the Board.

2010-2011 BOARD MEMBERS

RON HENSELL:PRES; BUILD CO-CHAIR

CHUCK GREENBERG: CHAIR, RESOURCE

COMMITTEE; NEWSLETTER EDITOR

RICHARD GREEN:
TREASURER; CHAIR, FINANCE COMMITTEE

RON EICH: SECRETARY; FINANCE
COMMITTEE

IRENE MALONE: PARTNERING COMMITTEE

NORM RUDMAN: LEGAL AFFAIRS
SCOTT ANDERSON: V. PRES; BUILD CHAIR

JUDY CUTINO: ASSISTANT TREASURER
FINANCE COMMITTEE

NON-BOARD COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

CHET ANDERSON: PARTNERING CHAIR
PAT DUNBAR: EVENT CHAIR

CHECK OUR NEW WEBSITE:
WWW.HABITATMENDOCINO.ORG

WANT TO HELP? CONTACT US
707-964-0942 HABITAT@MCN.ORG

ALL YOU CAN EAT MEXICAN
DINNER: 9/25/2010 4-8 PM
AT OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL
615 MAPLE ST. FORT BRAGG
FOR $20; 10 AND UNDER FREE.
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT --
VEGETARIAN AVAILABLE ON

Habitat for Humanity

w

of the Mendocino Coast, Inc.
P.O. Box 770, Fort Bragg, CA 95437

PRST STD
NONPROFIT
POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT #72
FORT BRAGG, CA

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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WE COULD NOT DRIVE A NAIL WITHOUT YOUR HELP

This donor list is from January 1 to March 31, 2010, if we have overlooked acknowledging your gift, please
forgive us and know that it has been well used as you intended. Please support the businesses that give to us.

MASTER BUILDERS

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS
Jane Corey

Pat Dunbar

Chuck Greenberg and Claire Ellis
Ron and Ruth Hensell

Randy Jacobzoon

Michael and Leslie Lebeau
Diane Maloy

Bill and Sandra Stern Mclver
John and Susan Mitchell

Janet D. Morris

Louis and Maryanne Parlapiano
PG&E

Jocina Pinkston

Janis Porter

Nancy Puder

Mike and Mary Schuh

James E. Sievers

Alan Taeger

Thompson Portaseptic Service

BUSINESS SUPPORTERS

Benedetto Landscaping

Brunsing Associates, Geotechnical

Fort Bragg Electric

HFH International Inc.

Lost Coast TSCA

M.A. Sheppard and Assoc.,
Appraisal

McDonald Roofing

Mendocino Solar

Matson Building Materials

Silver’s At The Wharf

CARPENTERS

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS
Luna Armstrong

Karen Calvert

Allan and Mary Cone

Ron and Joan Eich

Donna Feiner

Richard and Karen Green

Jeannette Hansen

Fanny King

Ann Krase

Patty Lyons

Fred & Mavis Moore
Arthur and Jean Morley
Lorna and Stan Olson
Norm Rudman

Bill and Mary Scott

John and Barbara Williams
William and Angela Young

BUSINESS SUPPORTERS
Jacobson Enterprises
Village Toy Store

JOURNEYMAN

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS
Michael and Shawn Abell
Idalene Allman

Chet and Sherri Anderson
Maria and Tony Appoloni
Janet Ashford

Judith Ballenger

Christine Berchen

Marcus and Kathy Bibbens
Chatter Bishoff

Jim, Anne, Ian & Andrea Blanton
Leonardo and Karen Bowers
George and Penny Bryan
Nicole Burt

Patti Campbell

Lorene Cave

Diane Cerutti

Tracey & Dave Coddington
Mina Cohen & Jeffrey Berenson
Tom Costello

Jean Cunningham

Diana Duftfey

Karen English

Charles & Arlene Fraser

Al and Jeanne Galli

Patricia Galligan

Robert and Mary Gerbi

William and Sue Gibson
Richard and Lillian Goodman
Thelma Gray

Thomas E & Jean C Hawkins
Boyd and Mary Kay Hight
Susan Joyce Hofberg

Paul and Nancy Kemp

Linda Kemppe

Christopher and Wilma Keeney
Don & GM Koubek

Lois Lester

Sam Levine

Horace and Virginia Mann
Jan and Nancy Mantel

Leone McNeil

Lyles and Geraldine Pember
Ira and Edith Plotinsky
Wendy Pollock

Presbyterian Women Of Fort Bragg
Karen Rakofsky

Guenter and Sandy Riegler
Mrs. William Schneiderman
Glen & Mary Ann Schols
T.E. and Shirley Schott
Mildred Smith

Henrietta & Herbert Steiniger
Jane Vartanian

Joy Verner

Maggie Watson

Norma Watkins

Miriam Weikel

Mary Willoughby

William and Angela Young
Mark and Deena Zarlin

BUSINESS SUPPORTERS

Albion Doors and Windows
Presbyterian Women Of Fort Bragg
Richard Fienburgh Construction
Sallie Mac

Thanksgiving Coffee Company
Video-Ch 3 (MCCET)

Wetzler Waterworks

Go to www.carsforhomes.org
and donate your old car to us
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WIN OUR BOAT FOR $10
The “S.S. Habitat,” built and water tested by HFH
children and shown here will be raffled off starting
today. (Assembled retail value $2000.)

Place $10 per chance in the enclosed envelope with
your name and phone # now & mail or fill it in on
6/12/10 at the Kite Fest or Mexican Dinner 9/25/10.
Drawing will occur when 300 tickets have been sold
or 9/30/10. To increase your chance of success, send
820 or more and your extra tickets will be filled out
for you by us. Please mark check “boat raffle”




